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Overview 
 Since 17 September, the city of Sabrata has witnessed clashes between armed groups. While 

the fighting has temporarily ended, the situation remains volatile. 

 An estimated 3,100 households (15,135 individuals) have been displaced from Sabrata to 

Surman, Janoub Azzawia, South Sabrata, al-Ajaylat and Al-Jameel. Their main reported need 

is food.1 

 Between 6 and 8 October, approximately 4,000 migrants, asylum-seekers and refugees in the 

area were gathered in one location in Dahman with the aim of transferring them to nearby 

locations. It is estimated that the number of migrants in the area is higher. 

 As of 9 October, an additional 2,000 migrants have reached Zwara on foot coming from 

Sabrata and are currently detained in Zwara. 

 

Needs Overview  
More than 80,000 people live in Sabrata and those living in the city center were particularly affected by 

the fighting between militias.  

 

At significant number of migrants are present in the area, as Sabrata is known as a location for the transit 

and trafficking of migrants. Since 6 October, the Directorate for Combatting Illegal Migration (DCIM) has 

started an operation to gather these migrants in one location in Dahman with the aim of transferring them 

to DCIM centers in surrounding areas. At least 4,000 migrants, asylum-seekers and refugees had been 

gathered on 8 October, but numbers continue to increase. Among the migrants are pregnant women and 

                                                 
1 DTM Libya Displacement Event Tracker – September 2017, 04 October 2017. 
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newborns. 

 

Approximately 2,300 of the 4,000 migrants, asylum-seekers and refugees have been transferred to 

surrounding areas, including Gharyan and Abu Essa detention centers. Up to 800 people who arrived at 

Gharyan detention center have subsequently been transferred to other detention centers (including Tajoura 

and Triq As-Sekka). It is anticipated that transfers will continue. There are concerns about overcrowding 

and the conditions in the centers the migrants are being transferred to. 

 

Among the people screened in Dahman, there are at least 500-600 people of concern to UNHCR. 

 

In addition to those gathered in Dahman, some 2,000 migrants arrived to Zwara on foot. They are being 

held in the detention center in Zwara. It is estimated that more migrants are moving from Sabrata to other 

locations, including Tajoura, Tripoli and Gharyan. 

 

The most urgent needs reported are: food and non-food item assistance for IDPs, as well as food, water, 

non-food items and medical assistance for migrants and refugees. Hospitals have received basic and 

surgical supplies to cope with the immediate crisis. 

 

Humanitarian Response 

Humanitarian actors have provided medical supplies to the Sabrata Main hospital and the Sabrata Field 

Hospital. Other medical supplies, including trauma kits and body bags, were also transferred to Sabrata. 

Local humanitarian actors have supported the exit of several families from the conflict area. Food and non-

food assistance was provided to nearly 2,000 IDPs in surrounding areas.  

 

IOM mobilized its field teams to provide humanitarian assistance to those gathered in Dahman. On 7 

October, it provided over 2,000 winter blankets, pillows, matrasses and hygiene kits (six trucks), as well 

as emergency food. Distributions continued on 8 and 9 October. IOM’s medical team provided medical 

consultations to 122 migrants at the site and five patients were transferred to private clinics for medical 

check-ups and surgical interventions. Two women were transferred to private clinics to give birth on 8 and 

9 October and one woman delivered at the site with assistance from the IOM health team. The health team 

will continue medical screenings and provide urgent health care through a field clinic at the site. On 9 

October, IOM’s psychosocial support team provided psychosocial support group sessions to 148 men, 

women and children. IOM is also mobilizing its voluntary humanitarian return team to identify migrants 

who would like humanitarian return assistance.   

 

On 8 October, two UNHCR truckloads of emergency humanitarian assistance arrived in Sabrata containing 

3,000 thermal blankets, 3,0000 sleeping mats and 2,800 hygiene kits and 350 baby kits. The items are being 

distributed to Dahman detention center. Additional relief items was dispatched. UNHCR is working with 

authorities to ensure that people of concern are immediately released and transferred to a safe location, 

where UNHCR will provide immediate emergency assistance, including shelter for the most vulnerable.  

 

Humanitarian actors are calling on all parties to find immediate as well as durable solutions for the migrants 

and people of concern in the area, including by providing alternatives to detention. Humanitarian actors 

also request information on the locations of those people held in detention and any possible transfers, as 

well as unimpeded and rapid access to those held in detention. 

 

OCHA will continue to monitor the situation in consultation with humanitarian partners on the ground. 

Further updates will be issued should the situation require. 
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